Topics for developing Speaking Skills


Friendship

What are the requirements for friendship? What allows one person to become a friend and another not? Indeed, friends are made for many qualities and different reasons. Students in our Accelerated ESL  willreflect on the characteristics of friendship, using a proverb to support their thesis. 

 Chance makes our relatives, but choice makes our friends. 

Who Is a Friend?

By Jose Salazar
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A Yugoslav proverb says, Show me a friend who will weep with me; those who will laugh with me I can find myself. I agree with this proverb. It's very difficult to find a true friend. For me, a true friend is a person who remains with you in good or bad moments, or a person who supports you when you need it. On occasions, you think that you have a lot of friends, but later on you find out that they were only casual friends who enjoyed with you just special occasions. 

I learned something about friendship in my hometown in Mexico. In Mexico I have a lot of "friends" who want to enjoy parties and celebrations with me, and "friends" who look for me only to invite me to drink beer with them because I'm a funny guy at parties. But only a few responded to me when I needed help. Once, I suffered a serious accident that sent me to the hospital for several days. I needed blood and only a few of my hundreds of "friends" went to visit me and offered me their blood. At that moment, I could see who my friends were and who never were my friends. Since then, I have remembered a short Mexican saying: In the sickbed and in the jail, we know our true friends. 


Free Will to Choose Friends

By Pat Morgado
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"Chance makes our relatives, but choice makes our friends," stated Jacques Delille, a French poet (1738-1813). I like this proverb. We cannot choose our family, but I believe that everybody has free will to select friends. The concept of friend differs from each person. For me, good friends are people who help you disinterestedly and without any recompense or reward in mind; moreover, these people accept you even if you have different values. These are people who understand you, keep your secrets, and give you advice. 

One of my best friends is Eva. We both like to talk about different kinds of things. Eva has shared with me her intimate problems, in the same way I have put my trust in her. We know what hurts or makes the other feel sad and therefore we do not touch these subjects; on the contrary, we try to boost each other's morals. In our friendship there is respect and sincerity. I would like to continue being her friend. She chose me as her confidant and I chose her as 

mine. People who are good friends, are not perfect, because nobody is perfect. Maybe one day I could have problems with them or vice versa. Therefore I have to decide who is and who isn't my friend. God gives us free will to choose friends. 


My Friend, Emily

By Phoebe Kwong
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I absolutely agree with the quotation "Show me a friend who will weep with me; those who will laugh with me I can find myself." It is very hard to find a friend who can listen to your problems. The friend who can be honest with you and help you to solve your problems is a friend. The friend who is willing to share fortune with you, but not share misfortune is not a good friend. 

This reminds me of one my former best friends, Emily, whose behavior was very negative because she made friends with some people who belonged to a gang. At the beginning, she was very happy with her life, which was free and liberated. However, she did not care about he parents, who always worried about her very much. Also, she did not listen to them and even snapped back at them. Emily's parents asked me to talk to her. Later, I did talk to Emily, but she did not listen to me either. One year later, she went to jail for two years because she was a scapegoat for her friends who sat up a trap. When I visited her in jail, I was impressed by her telling me that it was so important to have a friend who could change your life a lot. 

Vocabulary

Friendship- ÁÝÏ»ñáõÃÛáõÝ
to become friends- ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñ ¹³éÝ³É

to show- óáõÛó ï³É

laugh- ÍÇÍ³Õ»É

chance-ß³Ýë

choice-ÁÝïñáõÃÛõáÝ
find- ·ïÝ»É« Ï³ñÍ»É

agree- Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ»É
difficult-¹Åí³ñ

hometown- Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇ »ñÏÇñ

party-»ñ»ÏáõÛÃ

drink- ËÙ»É

understand- Ñ³ëÏ³Ý³É

continue-ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»É

decide- áñáß»É

absolutely- ÙÇ³Ý·³Ù³ÛÝ

visit- ³Ûó»É»É

requirements- å³Ñ³ÝçÝ»ñ

allow- ÃáõÛÉ ï³É
indeed- Çñáù« Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÙ

quality- áñ³Ï

different reasons- ï³ñµ»ñ å³ï×³éÝ»ñ

reflect on - ³ñï³Ñ³Ûï»É« ³ñï³óáÉ»É

characteristics of friendship- ÁÝÏ»ñáç µÝáõÃ³·ÇñÁ

proverb- Ã»í³íáñ Ëáëù

support one’s thesis- ³å³óáõó»É Ù»ÏÇ ï»ë³Ï»ïÁ

weep-³ñï³ëí»É
free will-³½³ï Ï³Ùù

relatives-µ³ñ»Ï³ÙÝ»ñ

a true friend-ÇëÏ³Ï³Ý ÁÝÏ»ñ

remain-ÙÝ³É

on occasion-³éÇÃÇ ¹»åùáõÙ« Ñ³½í³¹»å

find out-å³ñ½»É

casual friends-å³ï³Ñ³Ï³Ý ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñ

enjoy with-½í³ñ×³Ý³É

celebrations-ïáÝ³ËÙµáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ

look for-÷Ýïñ»É

to invite-Ññ³íÇñ»É

a funny guy-½í³ñ×³ÉÇ  »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹

respond-å³ï³ëË³Ý»É

need help-û·ÝáõÃÛ³Ý Ï³ñÇù áõÝ»Ý³É

suffer a serious accident-ïáõÅ»É ¹Åµ³Ëï å³ï³Ñ³ñÇó

blood-³ñÛáõÝ

visit- ³Ûó»É»É

offer-³é³ç³ñÏ»É

Mexican saying-Ù»ùëÇÏ³Ï³Ý ³ë³óí³Íù

In the sickbed and in the jail, we know our true friend - Çñ³Ï³Ý ÁÝÏ»ñÁ ¹Åµ³ËïáõÃÛ³Ý Ù»ç ¿ ÁÝÏ»ñ

believe-Ï³ñÍ»É

select-ÁÝïñ»É

concept of friend-ÁÝÏ»ñ Ñ³ëÏ³óáõÃÛáõÝÁ

differs-ï³ñµ»ñí»É

disinterestedly-³Ýß³Ñ³ËÝ¹ñáñ»Ý

recompense-ÏáÙå»Ýë³óÇ³

reward-Ùñó³Ý³Ï

moreover-³í»ÉÇÝ

accept-ÁÝ¹áõÝ»É

different values-ï³ñµ»ñ ³ñÅ»ùÝ»ñ

keep one’s secrets-Ù»ÏÇ ·³ÕïÝÇùÁ å³Ñ»É

give someone advice-Ù»ÏÇÝ ËáñÑáõñ¹ ï³É

share intimate problems-ÏÇëí»É ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý ËÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñÇ Ù³ëÇÝ

put one’s trust in someone- Ù»ÏÇÝ íëï³Ñ»É

hurt- íÇñ³íáñ»É

feel sad-ïËñ»É

touch the subjects-Ã»Ù³ÛÇÝ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³éÝ³É

on the contrary-Ñ³Ï³é³ÏÁ

boost each other's morals-Ù»ÏÁ Ù»ÏÇÝ ³ç³Ïó»É

respect-Ñ³ñ·»É

sincerity-³ÝÏ»ÕÍáõÃÛáõÝ

choose someone as one’s confidant-Ù»ÏÇÝ íëï³Ñ»É

to be perfect-ÉÇÝ»É Ï³ï³ñÛ³É

vice versa-Ñ³Ï³é³ÏÁ

therefore-ÇÝã»í»

quotation-óÇï³ï

to be hard-Í³Ýñ ÉÇÝ»É

honest-³ÝÏ»ÕÍ

solve one’s problems-ÉáõÍ»É áñ»í» Ù»ÏÇ ËÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñÁ

to be willing to share fortune-ó³ÝÏ³Ý³É ÏÇë»É Ù»ÏÇ áõñ³ËáõÃÛáõÝÁ
misfortune-¹Åµ³ËïáõÃÛáõÝÁ

remind-ÑÇß»óÝ»É

former-Ý³ËÏÇÝ

behavior-å³Ñí³Íù

negative-µ³ó³ë³Ï³Ý

make friends-ÁÝÏ»ñ³Ý³É

belong to a gang- Ý»ñù³ßí³Í ÉÇÝ»É ËÙµ³íáñÙ³Ý Ù»ç 

liberated-³ÝÏ³Ë

care about-Ùï³Í»É

worry about someone-³ÝÑ³Ý·ëï³Ý³É Ù»ÏÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ

snap back- Ïáåï»É

go to jail-µ³Ýï ÁÝÏÝ»É

scapegoat-ù³íáõÃÛ³Ý ÝáË³½

set up a trap-ÍáõÕ³Ï É³ñ»É

to be impressed-ïå³íáñí³Í ÉÇÝ»É

Questions relating the text

1. What is the concept of friendship

2. How does each of the students distinguish the “multiconceptual” word friendship?

3. Give the short charachtaristic of friendship from the students’ point of view.

4. How do you treat the saying: “Chance makes our relatives, but choice makes our friends”

5. Give your own examples to support your ideas about friendship.

6. Hid you have an ill luck in experiencing cases of True Friendship and vice versa?

7. It is said that friendship is art. Do you share this point of view?

Cute friendship quotes
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“There are not many things in life as beautiful as true friendship, and not many things more uncommon.”
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“How rare and wonderful is that flash of a moment when we realize we have discovered a friend.” (William Rotsler)
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“A friendship that can end never really began.” (Publilius Syrus, Roman author, 1st century B.C)
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“True friendship is like sound health; the value of it is seldom known until it is lost.” (Charles Caleb Colton, English sportsman and writer, 1780-1832,)
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“Friendship often ends in love; but love in friendship - never.”
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“The most I can do for my friend is simply to be his friend. I have no wealth to bestow on him. If he knows that I am happy in loving him, he will want no other reward. Is not friendship divine in this? (Henry David Thoreau, American Essayist, Poet and Philosopher, 1817-1862)
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“Some people go to priests; others to poetry; I to my friends.” (Virginia Woolf, English Modernist Writer 1882-1941)
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“Friendship is always a sweet responsibility, never an opportunity.” (Kahlil Gibran,  Lebanese born American philosophical Essayist, Novelist and Poet. 1883-1931)
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“No distance of place or lapse of time can lessen the friendship of those who are thoroughly persuaded of each other's worth.” (Robert Southey, English Poet and Writer of prose. 1774-1843)
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“Life is nothing without friendship.”
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“Good friends are like stars.... You don't always see them, but you know they are always there”
Questions for Discussions

1. Do you agree with all the quotes stated above?

2. Give ground to state your point / agree –why? Disagree- why?

3. Give your own characteristic of friendship, what is it for you.
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No fight can end, and no friendship can move on, until everyone says these two
little words. Sometimes, though, they can be difficult to say. Here are some things to keep in mind: 

It's not about  winning
Friendships aren't like the Super Bowl, and there should never be a winner and a loser. When you start fighting with a friend, it may feel important that you "win" the fight by proving you're right and he's wrong, or by making him be the first to apologize.

In reality, you'll BOTH LOSE if you let the fight ruin your friendship, and you will

BOTH WIN if you find a way to heal it.

Put aside your pride
You may have heard the expression "His pride stood in the way." This phrase is usually used to describe a person who is so determined to be "right" that he lets an opportunity for happiness pass him by forever. Don't let this happen to a friendship you care about. Remember: as time goes on, we usually forget about who was right and who was wrong in a disagreement, and only remember the sadness of losing a friend. 

Take the first step
Are you sick of fighting? Do you think this fight is just not important enough to ruin your friendship? Then try being the first to apologize. You don't have to take full responsibility for starting the fight, or even say that your feelings were wrong. But you should find something that you did or said that's worth apologizing for. Maybe you're sorry that you let the fight go for so long, or that you overreacted to something your friend did. If you say you're sorry, it's like an invitation for your friend to do the same. Once you've both said it, you'll both feel a million times better. 

Apologizing isn't about "bowing down" to your friend or becoming a "doormat." It's about taking some responsibility for the argument, and inviting him or her to take responsibility too. If your friend thinks she's "won" just because you've apologized, then she's not ready to make up yet. Still having trouble getting the words to come out of your mouth? Try doing it this way: 

· "I feel really bad about __________ and I'm sorry that it happened." 

· "I know you've felt _________, and I'm sorry for making you feel that way." 

There are some special cases when you shouldn't be the one to apologize first. For instance, if you've been physically hurt by your friend, or she has done something that is dangerously wrong, apologizing might let her think she has more power over you. This is a form of bullying, and you don't have to put up with it. 

Apologizing  doesn’t always mean you are wrong ,it just mean that you value your relationships more than your ego.

Vocabulary

fight – Ïéí»É

importance – Ï³ñ»íáñáõÃÛõáÝ

move on – ß³ñáõÝ³Ïí»É

though – ãÝ³Û³Í

keep in mind – ÑÇß»É« Ùï³å³Ñ»É

Bowl - ·³í³Ã

winner – Ñ³ÕÃáÕ

loser – å³ñïíáÕ

start – ëÏë»É

feel important – Ï³ñ»íáñ Ñ³Ù³ñ»É

win – Ñ³ÕÃ»É

prove - ³å³óáõó»É

to be right - ×Çßï ÉÇÝ»É

to be wrong –ëË³É ÉÇÝ»É

make someone be the first to apologize – ëïÇå»É Ù»ÏÇÝ ³é³çÇÝÁ Ý»ñáÕáõÃÛáõÝ ËÝ¹ñ»É

in reality – Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÙ

both -»ñÏáõëÝ ¿É

lose – 1) ÏáñóÝ»É« 2) å³ñïí»É

find a way to heal it – ÙÇçáóÝ»ñ ·ïÝ»É ßïÏ»Éáõ ³ÛÝ

hear – Éë»É

expression - ³ñï³Ñ³ÛïáõÃÛáõÝ

His pride stood in the way – Ýñ³ Ñå³ñïáõÃÛõáÝÁ ³Ù»Ý ÇÝãÇó í»ñ ¿

phrase - ³ñï³Ñ³ÛïáõÃÛáõÝ

use – û·ï³·áñÍ»É

describe – ÝÏ³ñ³·ñ»É

determined – í×é³Ï³Ý

let – ÃáÕÝ»É

opportunity for happiness - եñç³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ÑÝ³ñ³íáñáõÃÛáõÝ

pass by – ÏáÕùáí ³ÝóÝ»É

care about – Ùï³Í»É« Ñá· ï³Ý»É

happen – å³ï³Ñ»É

forget – Ùáé³Ý³É

time goes on – Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÁ ³ÝóÝáõÙ ¿ 

sadness - ïËñáõÃÛáõÝ

remember – ÑÇß»É
disagreement - ³անÑ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝáõÃÛáõÝ
ruin – áãÝã³óÝ»É

sick of fighting – Ñá·Ý»É Ïéí»Éáõó
important – Ï³ñ»íáñ

try - ÷áñó»É

take full responsibility - ³ÙµáÕç å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÛõáÝÁ í»ñóÝ»É
apologize – Ý»ñáÕáõÃÛõáÝ ËÝ¹ñ»É

start the fight – í»× ëÏë»É

feelings - ½·³óÙáõÝùÝ»ñ
worth - ³ñÅ»

let the fight go for so long – ÃáõÛÉ ï³É áñ í»×Á ³Û¹ù³Ý Í³í³ÉíÇ
overreact – ß³ï ëáõñ ÁÝ¹áõÝ»É
invitation – Ññ³í»ñ

bow down – ËáÝ³ñÑí»É

doormat – áõÕ»É³թ
argument - µ³Ý³í»×

make up – áñáß»É

have trouble getting the words – ËÝ¹Çñ áõÝ»Ý³É ÁÝÏ³É»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ
come out of one’s mouth - ³ñï³ë³Ý»É

feel really bad –í³ï ½·³É

make someone feel – ëïÇå»É Ù»ÏÇÝ ½·³É

special cases – Ñ³ïáõÏ ¹»åù

dangerously wrong – ß³ï ëË³É

bully - ³ÝÑ»Ã»ÃáõÃÛáõÝ 

physically hurt – Ù³ñÙÝ³Ï³Ý íÝ³ë Ñ³ëóÝ»É

put up with – Ñ³Ù³Ï»ñåí»É

for instance – ûñÇÝ³Ï

compromis
փոխզիջում
confess-խոստովանել
Questions relating the text

1. Is it easy to compromise for winning the friendship?

2. It goes without saying that “Sorry seems to be the hardest word”, do you agree with this statement?

3. What measures are to be taken for solving the conflict with a friend? (give your grounds)

4. Did you ever come across such situations and how did you solve it?

5. Suppose you are sharing some misunderstanding with a friend and you know that you are wrong will you confess to your friend and say “Sorry”?

6. How do you treat the saying: “His pride stands in the way”?

It's 

, it may feel important that you "win" the fight by proving you're right and he's wrong, or by making him be the first to apologize.
